Wedding Fees, Members

The following fee schedule is for active
members of Eliot Church and their immediate
families.
Facility

No fee – honoraria accepted

Minister

No fee – honoraria accepted

Organist/Pianist
$250
This includes one consultation plus the
ceremony. Rehearsals or practice time with
soloists are negotiated with the musician.
Wedding Coordinator
$150
Time includes the wedding and one rehearsal.
Soloists, Instrumentalists

varies

Wedding Fees, Non-members

We request a 50% deposit for the sanctuary
space at least one week prior to the ceremony.
Facility

$500

Minister
$350
The minister will require at least two sessions
with the couple for premarital counseling and
to plan the service.
Organist/Pianist
$250
This includes one consultation plus the
ceremony. Rehearsals or practice time with
soloists are negotiated with the musician.
Wedding Coordinator
$150
Time includes the wedding and one rehearsal.
Soloists, Instrumentalists

varies

About Eliot Church of Newton

Eliot is a welcoming and dynamic congregation of
the United Church of Christ (UCC), reflecting the
Congregational tradition rooted in New England.
Located in Newton Corner, we are a progressive
church that takes the Bible seriously but not
literally, and believes that God is still speaking to
us today.

Eliot is an Open and Affirming Church. We
believe that ALL people are children of God. We
recognize, celebrate, and give thanks for the rich
diversity and boundless gifts of all God’s children.
We invite those of every race, gender, age, nationality, ethnicity, faith background, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, economic circumstance, marital status, and physical or
developmental ability to join us in the full life and
ministry of Eliot Church.
Our worship service is held Sundays at 10:00 AM
and is a diverse, warm, interactive blend of
traditional and contemporary styles. It is enhanced
by our excellent Chancel Choir and Bozeman
organ. Our Children’s Choir participate in worship
approximately once per month.

Weddings at

The Eliot Churchof Newton, UCC
474 Centre Street Newton, MA 02458
617-244-3639
office@eliotchurch.org
www..eliotchurch.org
Facebook: Eliot Church of Newton
Twitter: @EliotUCCNewton

Senior Pastor
Rev. Susan Brecht
Associate Pastor Rev. Reebee Kavich Girash
Director of Music Ministry
Monique Weiss Byrnes

Photographers and videographers must consult
with the minister prior to the ceremony to
determine appropriate placement of cameras.

Wedding Policy at
Eliot Church of Newton

The Eliot Church of Newton offers a beautiful
sacred space for your sacred occasion. Your
wedding ceremony is one of the most
memorable days in your life. It’s a covenant
that two people make before God and their
gathered guests, officiated by an ordained
minister, normally the pastors here at Eliot.

The sanctuary holds approximately 500 guests.
No rice or confetti may be used in or around
church facilities. The couple is responsible for
any flowers, special candles, etc. to decorate the
sanctuary, although altar cloths and wroughtiron flower stands are available.

Any request that a member of the clergy other
than the Eliot pastors officiate or assist at the
wedding service lies at the discretion of the
pastors.

The parlor and chapel are available two hours
prior to the service if needed for the wedding
party to dress and prepare. Non-alcoholic
beverages may be brought on the premises, but
no food items.

The couple will meet with the minister twice
for pre-marital counseling and planning the
ceremony. A selection of readings and rituals

The sanctuary, chapel and parlor must be left in
the same condition as they were found.

will be provided by the minister for the couple to
select from. They are also encouraged to bring
selections that they find meaningful. Pastor Susan
or Pastor Reebee will make every effort to
personalize the ceremony to reflect the couple’s
love and life together.
The sanctuary has a pipe organ and baby grand
piano. Our Director of Music Ministry normally
plays for all weddings, if available on that date.
Soloists and instrumentalists participating in the
service will set and receive their own separate fees.
The church organist/pianist may suggest names,
but contracting and negotiating fees and rehearsal
time with soloists and instrumentalists are the responsibility of the couple.
A wedding coordinator from Eliot must be hired
for the rehearsal and the wedding ceremony.
The sanctuary will be available for one rehearsal
prior to the ceremony, usually the day before. The
marriage license should be given to the minister at
the time of the rehearsal.

Financial arrangements for the use of the
facilities and the employment of staff will be
arranged with the minister in accordance with
the guidelines provided by the church.
Fees for clergy, musicians, and wedding
coordinator should be paid directly to them.

