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“Women have been trained to 
speak softly and carry a lipstick. 

Those days are over.” –Bella Abzug

Bella Abzug (“Battling 
Bella”) was a Member 
of the US House of  
Representatives, New York, 
from 1971 to 1977.

The Eliot Church, City Church        474 Centre Street  Newton, MA 02458         www.eliotchurch.org        617.244.3639        office@eliotchurch.org

Editor’s Introduction
by Rev. Rick

Did you know what you were getting into by joining 
this church? If you are asking yourselves, “Just what 
have I done?” the answer is: you have signed on to 
an exciting adventure in religious governance that 
gave birth to our national practice and makes you 
stakeholders, custodians, and stewards of Eliot 
Church. In this Columns issue, our focus is on the 
vote, the sacrament of democratic participation. We are 
approximately half-way to the goal of calling a Settled 
Pastor, and your part begins with this issue—please 
read all of it to the very last page where you will find the 
Timeline. Your voice and vote count at Eliot Church.

A Family Priority
by Margaret Battat Silva

Voting has always been 
a priority in my house. 
It started with my 
grandmother, Helen. For 
our eighteenth birthdays, 
she gave each grandchild a 
copy of the Constitution, 
bought many years prior, 
held sacredly until the 
time came. The message 
was clear. Show up. VOTE. 

My grandmother Helen was a history teacher in 
Cambridge, teaching young girls about the history 
of this country, good and bad, and their place in it 
moving forward. Even in retirement, she never stopped 
teaching, priming me for voter readiness! I just had to 
turn eighteen. Easy. My voter registration may as well 
have arrived on a silver platter.

Plus, I was a pro in the voting booth after years 
accompanying my grandparents and parents. 

This summer we celebrated the 100th anniversary 
of the 19th Amendment, granting (some) women 
the right to vote. A momentous breakthrough, but 
flawed, as is our entire voter rights journey. Prior to 
the 15th Amendment allowing African American men 
to vote, movements gained momentum to expand 
voting rights, but groups were at odds with each other. 
Some women opposed African American voting 
rights, some advocating for African American voting 
rights opposed women voting. So often, we act as if 
rights for others must mean something will be taken 
from us, so we create obstacles. Even once the 15th 
Amendment passed, tension remained as many states 
continued discriminatory practices. The importance 
of the 19th Amendment is not lost on us, but we need 
to look at and talk about the whole story. Were some 

disenfranchised or 
left behind to make 
it happen? Was that 
a necessary evil to 
move it forward, or 
could it have been 
done another way? 

Here we are one 
hundred years 
later, in a season 

of voting. Local races, a Presidential election, and 
here at Eliot. As a Congregational church, we are a 
mini Democracy! We vote directly on certain things, 
and indirectly on others by electing lay leaders. In our 
season of discernment, there is much thinking, praying, 
and ultimately, voting to come. Let’s show up for each 
other, and we will get to where we need to be. 

IN MEMORIAM :  RUTH BADER GINSBURG  1933-2020



And Did You Know?

On February 24, 1919, a group of women were 
arrested, and most were imprisoned in Boston’s 
Charles Street Jail, for protesting President Wilson 
during his visit to the Massachusetts State House 
and at a parade in his honor. The protest was to 
lobby him to pressure the US Senate to pass the 
19th amendment before their March 3rd recess. The 
women arrested and jailed at this Boston protest were 
some of the many brave women who sacrificed much 
to secure the right to vote for women.

The Church and the Vote
by Rev. Rick

When you go to the polls on November 3 (or mail in 
your ballot), you will be following the same practice 
observed by Town Meetings in Massachusetts since 
1630—voting. In those days, only men with property 
were allowed to vote; today, most citizens over the 
age of 18 can vote, black or white, male or female, 
although it took a long long time before the franchise 
was universal and it is still very spotty in places.

The practice of voting started in colonial, 
Congregational Massachusetts. 160 years before 
the US Constitution was signed by the 13 colonies, 
public decisions were made collectively. A point of 
theological significance lay at the foundation of this 
policy—self-governance was a virtue rooted in the 
spiritual freedom in Christ and the common-wealth 
depended on honoring a covenant between citizens to 
consult and to support each other.   

“What would happen if one woman told 
the truth about her life? 

The world would split open.”  
–Muriel Rukeyser

We still govern ourselves very reliably that way in 
our Congregationally rooted churches in the United 
Church of Christ—members vote to hire and fire the 
minister, and to buy and sell property, and to approve 
a budget.  

So we are a democracy here. What kind of a 
democracy—direct democracy or representative 
democracy? Well, it’s a blend of both. Members cast 
votes directly on the above matters; but members 
elect officers, council members, and commissioners 
who deliberate and carry out programmatic and 
administrative matters for them all year long.  

The statue carved by Adelaide Johnson portrays Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, and Susan B. Anthony, the women 
who led the fight for women’s suffrage. It was in the Capitol 
basement until 1997, when it was moved into the Rotunda.

Supporters of women’s suffrage. Do you see RBG?

“Resolved, that the women of this nation, 
in 1876, have greater cause for 

discontent, rebellion and revolution 
than the men of 1776. ” 

–National Woman Suffrage Association
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“Women are not inherently passive or 
peaceful. We’re not inherently anything 

but human.” –Robin Morgan

These are the first statues of nonfictional women installed in 
Central Park in New York. August, 2020.

A congregational church is run by the congregation, 
what a concept! But for a church, unlike a nation, a 
vote means more than voting and forgetting. Voting 
means ownership, and that necessitates attention and 
follow-through. We are an owner-operated, equal-
opportunity, total participation GOSPEL MISSION 
CENTER. For a church ( just like a nation) to be 
successful, it needs an informed electorate and a 
committed one.

Occasionally, the elected leadership goes back 
to the congregation to vote on other matters of 
consequence, such as setting the direction for Eliot’s 
future. My role is to be a resource, a cheerleader—
and a TIMEKEEPER. Right now, it’s up to you to 
decide what kind of a church you want to be, so we 
can put that in the church Profile.  

Please follow announcements and postings of 
the Discernment Committee closely. Then join a 
Discernment Small Group when they call. And 
Vote the Vision when the time comes.   
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VOTING 2020
LIST OF RESOURCES FOR GETTING 

OUT THE VOTE

Environmental Voter Project:   
https://www.environmentalvoter.org/

InterFaith Power and Light, a state chapter of IPL 
national:      
https://www.massipl.org/ 

Suffrage 100 MA: Excellent website with history 
and action tips.     
https://suffrage100ma.org/ 

The NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, Inc., led by Sherrilyn Ifill, offers great action 
opportunity tips.     
https://www.naacpldf.org/

Mass Secretary of State:     
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/

Sojourner’s Magazine article on “Voting is a 
Renewable Resource.”  
https://sojo.net/articles/our-flawed-democracy-
voting-renewable-resource

Call to Action – 
Sign the Creation Care Voter Pledge
by Mary Anne Schoonover

The UCC Southern New England Conference 
(“SNEUCC”) has challenged its member 
congregations to join in the Congregation Climate 
Justice Voter Challenge by urging those worshipping 
with us to sign the Creation Care Voter Pledge—and 
to get the word out!

Eliot Church has accepted this challenge to do 
what we can to make the environment a priority 
in upcoming elections. We’re asking that at least 
75% of our members sign the Creation Care 
Voter Pledge: (https://sneucc-reg.brtapp.com/
CreationCareVoterPledge) “I pledge to be a 
consistent voter, and I will always prioritize caring for 
God’s creation in how I vote.”

The Creation Care Voter Pledge is not about 
candidates or parties or platforms—it’s a challenge 
to vote our values. Time is short. Let’s make sure our 
voices are heard!

Sign the Pledge Now! 



Soft Start
June-October 

2019

“Soundings”
October-November

2019 

Discernment
Committee

created
January 1, 2020

Models 
Sub-Committee

created
June, 2020

FALL 
Congregational 

Meeting
November 1, 2020

Small Groups
October-November 

2020 

Congregational 
“Retreat” proposed
December, 2020

Profile
Completion

December, 2020 

Search Committee 
to be created
January, 2021

Candidates selected 
and interviewed

TBA
Settled Pastor 

arrives
TBA

Congregational Vote to call
TBA

Eliot Votes—Transition Timeline—Past, Present, and Future

Your Voice and Vote Count at Eliot.

We come from a democratic heritage going back to 1630. Let’s be worthy of it.

First, keep your eye on the Transition Timeline below, so print, cut out, 
and tack it to fridge now.

Second, make time to join one of the Small Groups held in the last two weeks of October.  
You will have your choice of Zoom or In-Person at church.

Third, attend the virtual Congregational Meeting at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 1

Fourth, stay tuned for a possible All-Church (digital) “Retreat” in mid- to late-November 
for a dialogue about the Vision going forward.

Our goal, once a Vision is approved, is to elect a Search Committee in January.
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